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[1-7 Jan 86 pp 18-25, 27-31] 


{Text] "The Arabs in the Year 2000" is the subject of a survey conducted by 
AL-MAJALLAH on Arab conditions by the end of this, the 20th, century and the 
beginning of the next, the 21st, century. Those Arab conditions that were the 
subject of the survey were poiitical, economic, military, cultural and social. 
In this broad-based survey over 80 Arab intellectuals who are directly involved 
in the aforementioned areas were questioned by AL-MAJALLAH, and they were asked 
a group of questions. The result of that survey wag a broad investigative report 
that will be published in installments. This report begins with an installment 
that deals with the political situation; other instailments will be published in 
seauence in future issues. 


During this period of factionalism, dissolution, loss and frustration which the 
Arab homeland has been experiencing--and this has been indisputably the worst 
period in modern Arab history--we here in AL=-MAJALLAH have tried to do what 
people who feel the world closing in on them usually do. We have been repeating 
what a poet said about how confining and limiting life would be without hope. So 
we set our sights on the future and chose a prominent time marker: the beginning 
of the 21st century, a century that holds the promise of an exciting future for 
markind. That future will be exciting, whether that excitement is negative or 
positive. 


Although the period of time which separates us from the onset of that mysterious 
era is brief, we dreamed of an Arzb homeland that would stretch from the ocean 
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